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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 ALGIERS 2192 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UN, AG 

SUBJECT: PRE-31ST UNGA CONSULTATIONS WITH ALGERIANS 

REF: STATE 220772 

1. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: ON SEPTEMBER 1 2, 

POLOFF DUNBAR AND I MET WITH ALGERIAN FONMINISTRY 
DIRECTOR FOR UN AFFAIRS ABDELKADER HAKJ AZZOUT TO 
DISCUSS 31ST UNGA ISSUES. AFTER READING BOUT DE 
PAPIER PRESENTING TALKING POINTS IN REFTEL, HE 
REMARKED THAT US AND ALGERIA SEEMED NO FURTHER APART 
THAN THEY HAD BEEN LAST YEAR. HE THEN PROCEEDED TO 
COMMENT ON SPECIFIC ISSUES. END SUMMARY. 

2. SOUTH AFRICA: HAD! AZZOUT SAID THAT THIS 

ISSUE WOULD DOMINATE UNGA AND ADDED THAT HE DID NOT 
AGREE WITH STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO VORSTER THAT 
FURTURE OF SOUTHERNAFRICA IS BRIGHT. MAJOR POWERS 
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POLITICAL AWARENESS IN SOUTH AFRICA, AND SOWETO 
RIOTING WAS TRANSFORMING PROBLEM FROM DEMAND FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS TO DEMANDS FOR POLITICAL POWER. IT 
NO LONGER REALISTIC TO THINK THAT RESOLUTION OF 
RHODESIA AND NAMIBIA QUESTIONS WOULD LEAD TO 
GRADUAL MODERATION WITHIN SOUTH AFRICA. EXPLOSION 
FROM WITHIN SOUTH AFRICA ITSELF WAS INFLUENCING 
RHODESIAN AND NAMIBIAN SITUATIONS RATHER THAN REVERSE. 

3. ON RHODESIA, HADJ AZZOUT STRESSED NEED FOR KEEPING 
ANC UNITED. HE REFERRED TO NON ALIGNED SUMMIT 
RESOLUTION ON THIS SUBJECT. UDI OBVIOUS FAILURE AND 
ONLY SOLUTION IS MAJORITY RULE. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO NAMBIA, HE NOTED THAT , WHATEVER 
ITS INHERENT MERIT MIGHT BE, SWAPO HAD ACQUIRED 
INTERNATIONAL STATUS AND THEREFORE HAD TO BE RECKONED 
WITH. IN THIS CONNECTION, INTERNAL STRENGTH OF 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT OFTEN COUNTED FOR LESS THAN ITS 
INTERNATIONAL IMAGE. 

5. DECADE FOR ACTION AGAINST RACISM: ALGERIAN 
POSITION ON QUESTION OF ZIONISM AS FORM OF RACISM 
WELL KNOWN, HADJ AZZOUT SAID, AND NO CHANGE TO BE 
EXPECTED. HE OPINED THAT INTEREST IN THIS 
QUESTION HAD PEAKED AND SAID HE EXPECTED SOUTHERN 
AFRICA AND OTHER ASPECTS OF MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM TO 
OVERSHADOW IT. MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM WAS THE KEY 
HOWEVER. IF WE SETTLED THAT, ZIONISM WOULD NO 
LONGER BE AN ISSUE. 

6. MIDDLE EAST: WITH LEBANON AFLAME, HADJ AZZOUT 
SAID, MIDDLE EAST QUESTION COULD NOT FAIL TO BE 
MAJOR ISSUE AT 3 1ST UNGA. LIKE AFRICA, MIDDLE EAST 
HAD GAINE D MUCH WEIGHT IN NAM, AND COMMITTEE FOR 
CARRYING OUT RESOLUTIONS ON PALESTINE 

(COMITE POUR LA MISE EN OEUVRE DES RESOLUTIONS SUR LA 
PALESTINE! HAD MADE MAJOR IMPRESSION AT COLOMBO. SUCH 
GROUPS AND OTHER ACTIONS WOULD ASSURE THAT, DESPITE 
US VETOES, PALESTINIAN QUESTION WOULD CONTINUE TO 
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COME UP AT UN. 

8. CYPRUS: HADJ AZZOUT SAID US AND ALGERIA WERE IN 
ESSENTIAL AGREEMENT ON THIS QUESTION. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN 
THAT RECENT ELECTIONS IN WHICH ONLY GREEKS HAD PARTICIPATED 
WOULD ENCORAGE SIMILAR ACTION BY TURKS, AND THUS 

STRENGTHEN DE FACTO PARTITION OF ISLAND. VIEWS OF 
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RECENT INTERNATIONAL GATHERINGS HAD DIFFERED ON 

CYPRUS, HE NOTED: ISTANBUL ISLAMIC SUMMIT HAD 

FAVORED TURKS WHILE COLOMBO HAD LEANED TOWARDS GREEKS. 

HE BELIEVED THAT, ALTHOUGH ISSUE POTENTIALLY EMBARRASSING FOR 
MANY, TURKISH EFFORT TO HAVE CYPRUS DISCUSSED IN COMMITTEE RATHER 
THAN PLENARY WOULD FAIL. 

9. SAHARA: HADJ AZZOUT ASKED WITH SMILE WHETHER OUR 
POSITION AS DESCRIBED REFTEL MEANT THAT WE SUPPORTED OAU 
SPECIAL SUMMIT. WHEN I SAID WE THOUGHT ANY REGIONAL GROUPING, 
INCLUDING ARAB LEAGUE, FOR EXAMPLE, WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE, 

HE SAID SMILINGLY THAT ALGERIANS PREFERRED OAU. IN THIS 
INSTANCE THEY WERE EMPHASIZING THEIR AFRICAN RATHER THAN 
THEIR ARAB VOCATION. THANKS TO SAUDIS, COMPROMISE HAD BEEN 
REACHED AT COLOMBO REFERRING MATTER BACK TO OAU. 

10. IN ANY CASE, FORTHCOMING UNGA DEBATE WOULD BE PAINFUL, HE SAID. 

SYG WOULD HAVE TO SUBMIT REPORT ON RYDBECK MISSION, WHICH HAD BEEN 
BLOCKED BY MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA. SYG HAD SAID HE WOULD 

TAKE MATTER UP HIMSELF. DOSSIER COMPLETELY OPEN, AND 
ALL PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS, INCLUDING THOSE OF 30TH UNGA, 

STRESSED NEED FOR SELF-DETERMINATION. 

1 1 . WITH RESPECT TO POSITIONS OF TWO SIDES, HADJ AZZOUT SAID 
ALGERIAN VIEW UNCHANGED. BOI IMEDTF.NE HAD GIVEN EXTREMELY MODERATE 
STATEMENT OF THIS POSITION AT COLOMBO. MOROCCAN REP BOUABID, WHO 
HAD BEEN AGILE DEBATER AT COLOMBO, HAD AT LEAST ACCEPTED 
PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION WHEN HE ARGUED THAT 

SAHARAN JEMAA HAD SPOKEN FOR SAHRAOUIS 
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LAST MARCH. PREVIOUSLY, HADJ AZZOUT CONTENDED. 

MOROCCANS HAD REFUSED TO ADMIT THAT SELF-DETERMINATION 
WAS AN ISSUE. NOW THEY WERE PLAYING CLEVER LINE 
THAT IT WAS QUESTION OF HOW WE DEFINED SELF- 
DETERMINATION. 

12. INDIAN OCEAN: ON THIS QUESTION, HADJ AZZOUT 
SAID, US AND ALGERIANS ON OPPOSITE SIDES. HE NOTED 
THAT SUBJECT HAD BEEN VIOLENTLY DEBATED AT COLOMBO, 

AND THAT VIET NAM AND LAOS HAD ARGUED THAT ONLY NEED 
WAS TO EXCLUDE IMPERIALISTS (I.E., U.S.) FROM 
ZONE BECAUSE ALL OTHER POWERS WERE "FRIENDS" OF 
NON-ALIGNED. VIETNAMESE AND LAOTIANS NOT HAPPY WITH 
FINAL LANGUAGE WHICH MENTIONED ALL GREAT POWERS. 

HE FROWNED ON OUR LANGUAGE ABOUT NOT 
ACCEPTING RIGHT OF REGIONAL GROUPING TO 
IMPOSE REGU ALTION S REGARDING HIGH SEAS AND SAID THIS 
THE HARDEST FORMULATION HE HAD SEEN FROM US TO DATE 
ON THAT SUBJECT. 
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13. RESTRUCTURING OF UN: HADJ AZZOUT SAID THIS 
IMPORTANT QUESTION FOR ALGERIANS. HE BELEVED GA 
NEEDED TO RETAIN ITS POWERS OF OVERALL DIRECTION. 
REGIONAL GROUPINGS COULD ACT AS EXECUTIVE 
BODIES BUT MUST DRAW THEIR POLICY GUIDANCE 
FROM TRULY INTERNATIONAL BODY LIKE ASSEMBLY. 

14. OTHER ISSUES MENTIONED REFTEL NOT 
DISCUSSED. 

15. COMMENT: WITH RESPECT TO SAHARA , SUSPECT 
ALGERIANS WILL MAINTAIN FLEXIBILITY AND IF THEY SEE 
ATMOSPHERE DEVELOPING FAVORABLY AT NEW YORK WILL MAKE 
BIG PUSH. IF THEY SENSE, ON OTHER HAND, THAT TIDE IS 
AGAINST THEM, THEY WILL NOT WASTE TOO MUCH BREATH. 

OTHER THAN SEEKING TO SEE TO IT THAT IN SOME FORM OR 
ANOTHER. PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION IS REAFFIRMED. 
THEY WILL THEN MAKE THEIR BIG PUSH IN OAU. PARKER 
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